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Observing the 
2024 European Elections

Election-Watch.EU Election Assessment Mission
 appraisal of the 2024 elections to the European Parliament 
across all 27 EU Member States.

Findings of 77 election experts and observers and 10 like-minded 
citizen election observer organisations
 following established election observation methodology 
 using international and regional human rights standards and 

commitments as references

Showcasing best 
practices

Highlighted 19 good practice examples 
 inspiration for positive change 

 enhance electoral processes within the EU.



largest multi-national elections

staggered electoral reforms

355 million registered voters

2018 electoral reforms pending ES approval
2022 EP reform proposal far reaching & nowhere
Passed TTPA, DSA, AI Act, EMFA with strong impact

27 separate elections
No central election management body / commission
27 Member States conducting independent elections

FACTS



Electoral Act 1976

Treaty of Lisbon 2007

Provision for the first directly elected EP

MEP as representatives of the 
Union’s citizens
Strengthening of EP role and in 
appointing EC  President
European electoral framework 
built incrementally and 
pragmatically.  Drawing on 
Claude Lévi-Strauss and Vincent 
Pouliot´s work, it can be 
understood as a “bricolage.”

Amendment 2002
Generalisation of proportional representation
Abolishing dual mandate

REFORMS



Supranational integration

Quick legislative actions with 
political will 

Example: European cooperation network on elections

EU institutions capable of responding and 
agreeing on emerging challenges
Example: Established legal framework 
covering the digital space (DSA, TTPA, AI-Act,…)

Staggered approach
MS learning from each other – slow adopters
Example: voting with 16 years (Belgium & Germany)

ADVANCES



Agreement by all EU countries

Sovereignty versus Integration

Blockage and compromises difficult
Example: Reform of party/campaign finance

Often status quo better for actors than reforms
Example: smaller MS fear that transnational lists 

Hot topic Spitzenkandidat (lead candidate)
fear by national leaders to “loose” control over 
EU’s top jobs

Reforms too big/ambitious
EP proposals covering all aspects of elections
Example: 2022 proposal (including EU EMB)

CONSTRAINTS



GOOD 
PRACTICE 
EXAMPLES



Good practice

Recommendations

CHALLENGE

Finland – recognises observers on the 
basis of adherence to principles of 

impartial and 
professional observation (like DoP)

All countries to include legal provision 
for international and citizen election 

observers

Election observation permitted by law with 
accreditation in only 9 EU countries



Good practice

Recommendations

CHALLENGE

Luxembourg – public funding is 
conditional to equal gender 

nominations. Non-compliance results in 
the reduction of funding by a quarter for 

each missing candidate of the other 
gender.

Countries should continue efforts to 
increase the participation and 

representation of women through 
legislative and voluntary measures.

Electable and political appointment positions 
in EU countries remain the area with the 
widest gender gap.



Good practice

Recommendations

CHALLENGE

Austria – introduced in 2023 publicly 
available polling station results. 

Example city of Vienna.

Election Management Bodies should 
consistently publish 

detailed election results, including 
polling station data and other data 

like number of invalid votes. 

Some EU countries still do not provide 
detailed disaggregated election results per 
polling station at odds with international 
good practice.



For the observed state

For the observers

Receive positive feedback in a very visible way.

Communicate that observers are not just 
critics but also partners in progress
Reinforcing their role as catalysts for positive 
change in electoral systems.

For other states
A source of inspiration from already 
implemented, proven and workable solutions.

BENEFITS
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